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hra,, Scott fislts
sufrnj Bafnslc! to
see ,tou tbe Carlton
CanYeta
d,etnonstrator bas
stood. up to four
years of bard useIDREAMIN

foglro'rnd. the ctr re.sred 'r rhrr rime
Nas rhe 2 ye.. old demonstEtor and
this retu.n visir was ro have anorher
kDk al thc jiamc crr to s how it w:ts
standinla l|p to drc dviBLs of time, tr is,
rttc. !ll, inrponrnt tlui 1 qr. rcmri.r
scrviccablc and prcscnt.ble fo. more
thm tM fisl fcw nronths ofns life.

Musclc Car
llaving rcrd llxnrt the Cr(en ard

hrvinS secn pidures of n, I aFiEd at
Rovs(rn () (r)nfc$r lhal I w.s s,mrien

it Grr rcpresedtativs last
visited the Royston wo.ks
of Cerlton ro view the
Carrera some eighteen
mr)nlhs a8o- At the timc
thc d{nt.y err dtd N.d

have not done this car any hvolrs. The
Rr$ imp.esion is that it is in the style of
rhe Dalsun 26012802 series which must
havc b€en the fi6t JaIEne ca6 ro hir
thc big time in lhe Strtes. A second,
cll*r kFk rhough, su8Scslr d|nt lhi$ crr
ows morc to Amcric?n Muscle car of
the lare '60s and carly 70$. The mor€ I
l6ked at it the more I saw. The e. h6
bul8cs everywhere, and all of rhem in
thc .i,rht pla(s. ]'ltc R-!r whccl xftbc
flow inb the |todywork, dlc tyres, lll:
coodr ich 245160R14s on Al lcycxts,
lillinS the rvnilable spac€. The flipfDnt
bonder has a bui l t  in  powcr bulae,
whilst rhe win&s dpp€nr ro b< strctched
Iu rcepr the ftird whcch - yet lnorc
bula6. The bonnet Ros sn@drly from

f.oni lhe body jusr 0ows back lo the
.ear  spoi ler  on rbe h?lchback.  The
Canem is all c!ryesi it is a style dut you
eill enher lovc or hrrc. I loved it.

Cnristog Ydr| Nuys
I could cily imaine this or wirh i

35,oci clsy under the h@d, Edclbrock
mrnifold and a Holley { banel, Cmne
c'm xnd ll(nkcr he.tdcrs, nxlrtr$crl i\lc
xnd lors of  ruhh.r  xr  th(  rerr  (nd.
Applian.! livc spokes, ,nd i' li'll ltr'llr
p.riot iob on i s(rlet bickground. the
drivcr sitting in x cusrom buih buckcr
st, rhe rest of fie rrim discrrded in
hvour of xlloy prnellinA. rf,d n nris{ilc
rcv osnlc. silting on top of the dxsh. lt
wouldn t  hrvc looked oui  o l  p lxce
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. Mrrylou siuing on dre lloor, J2n :tnd
Dern b last ing f rom rhe sterco,  the
office.s in $e polic€ crubers eyeing the
nroror ierlously, writing lb
pull n over...\vcll there htrs Io be x l€t
doNn h cvery drcx'r) d(a'sn t drcrc?

conin8 b.rck ro lc]lity, dris Carrca

*

,T

clicks to eithcr side, so there is never
any douh about n being s€ctrely closed

To 'he rerr of $e door frame is a
second rele$e cJtch for the hatchback.
'lhc Brr hatch opcrs without any fuis,
and is held aloft by I pair of aas struts.

d id h. rve i  v8,  lhe
ubiquik)us l love.  sorr ,
sliahtly rircd. blr i v8
ncvcflhelss, conncdcd
b the Fbrd .err axlc vi!
the Rover - l  speect
sutobox, .8ain sliShtly
t i red.  1o cr i t ic ise on
rhese Srounds would
however be nnf , i r ,  as
rhe cxr  s t i l l  mn wel l
cnolgn oncc t | rc
intricr(ics of usina thc
rurolEx werc maslerdl-
OpeninS the doo. giv6
the fi6r sueri\e: ir !v!s
so hervy i r  fc l r  l ihe
s(cel. The door holds all
Ihe ford w'nder  and
lock ac!r ,  bur  i t  a lso
in.o.po.rres i sr(rl side
p.otecrioD bx.. AII dris
vc i8ht  requi res z

Aglin it is a solid piecc
of  work,  lnd
irco.porates the rear
spoiler- The opeoina
Sives access to a
cavemous ree sromSe

for  a spor ts  car ,
ahhou8h littinS the c&
oul  as a 2+2 would
rcmove a fai. whack of
$e avaihble space.

Movina back round
ro the accommo<1.tion.
The occupants s j r
co,nfoflably in corb€au
sears and ftuher hiah,
so rhar rhey are siftin8
mo.e on toP of alhe.
th ' . ln  in  rhe ca. ,  a
position th.t I found

sarisfadory; in fecr t is a long tioe sirc€
I tclt so rehxed whalsr drivina a ar All
rhc co.rrols i.ll q$ily to hand and lhe
instrumenG are well siled, but th€n they
are stEiAhr out of a Co(ina and firled to
a replacement  f ibreAlass dash uni t .
Spelkina of whi.h, it rathe. lets Ihe
inrerior of the .'rr down, ar tlrc finish lo
rhe fir of rhe hearer controls etc- is a
litde shabby. lhe h.ndbmke and shift
lever ire pedBps ! lntle hiah, bur still
comfofiable ro !r, rhhou8h if the rFx-
is held in l$ dre column tends to foul
rhe hrndb.rke. I do no( see any of thse
pmblenF xs iNuilnountable. All round
visibility is aood wnh the exception of
rhc usual ref qlrfler prcbleru, which
is ldequrlely covc.ed by mirros. On
wincling dolvn $e window I did notie
rh.r the finish to (lle upp€r frcnt of rhe
d,Fr is a mnc unridy, bur . linle ore io
dlc buildinA could slt dul out.

'ltc 
crrpd an(l hcadlaning in the (.r

mxssive hinge to kep n in plrce, and
e'ren rftcr four yea6 of hrrd use dtc
cllron" slbw.rl 'lo sign of srHtnrg. :

A .iBid affalr
In rhe drivcr's foolvell on the door

fmme rhere is the bonnet relcrsc levcq
,  rug on i r  lcrs  the bon.er  Pop uP.
Liftio8 the lDnnet is a revelidon: it is a
ngid rffxn Nnh flr les fle\ lhin trfny
sr.'el flip fronN, pln of Nhi.h is dsc lo
dr. lrcrvy hy up ot fibegl.ss, pin to
the imeSril inncr wheel drcb$ Nhi(h
Prcvenr in8rcss ot mrd ,nd sp6y. 'IlEe

is plenly ot roo,n 'n lherc for t' frr
bigger cn8inc tbrn rhe Rover V8, n vl2
p(rbrpr, or rr d push, . bi8 hl()ck vu.
AnJrhina lljis rbdn rhe v8 just will not
s ,ir dre nnxtc ol rhis crr, alrhouSh il
)ou Nxn(cd you could tu a t'orl ll00,
bul *h)a A near tou.h is rhc inclusion
of dtrcrio8 ir rhr bonnet for r.tr) xi.
inrrkes. shich nreer wirh duding in thc

lx'rchLrl aneDpr it a luxury linislr.
]-hc d.iver's se is ndjustiblc ind the

bnke xnd clurch pedxls secm to he in
lhc dght place; hos,ever, in this cir I lcel
thrt thc Go pedxl is ser . (,uch roo hr
b!(k, is I hrve r., $rcr(h to fl@. n, or
move the seat e drxr I aN too clc to
the srecrina rvbe.l .nd rl!( hmke .rd
clurch p<jrls- Ilinor p(ttletlrs rhouSh as
circh huiklcr will surcly :r(liust lo suil



the Rover up, a rnsp from the exhaust
followed by that musicrl burble. lDro lst
and of f  wi rh thc hxndbrake,  rhc cr .
noscs our fronr rhc kcrl) and d('wn r()
the juncrbn. vair for a b.eak in rhe
raf t ic  and our  onto rhe main srreet ,
holdinA n in second as rhe tnfic and lhe
pedesrians resrrict any alac.iry. People
hei. the nole of lhe exhaust aDd rum rc
kDk, Iheh gaze falls upon lhe car and
t lvw ie fiv?n 'f lw.i. -ur. r 'v- tt^- | j ,

looks poeerful in the muscula. sense,
and i t  sounds i l  too,  the 3.5 iust  on
tickover soundin8 so l.zy pull'nA dris
moru thrcugh dre strccrs. oncc clqr ,'f
rhe town I let the box into top and d.ivc
$e @r in a *darc fashion 8ening u$ed
to the hlndling of lhe mxchine. Ii seems
lo oversteer on_ the slighlesi o[ corneB,
but once familiari*d wiih rhc long nose
of the car, ir is i{st tlE aeomcoy c.erting

suspension *ems a htle $rif[ ard soaks
up few of $e bunpst you cin .'lnDsr
count p€nnir,s ofi llrc roil(l $ith it Al.lin
this is ofrcn r p(rltcn Nirh kir .rN, onc
whi.h en lte overcome by linina softe.
spr inss and rd j ls txb le drmpers ro
provide the bcst  possib lc  r ide.  The
rnswer is in rhe ha.ds of dre builder.
Now f indinS rhe ca.  user  f . iendly,  I
rerch .n ooen slreIch ot m.rd. dop dre
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on a iag and llnished to rhe standard
reqqired by the cuslomer.  € i ther
painted,  z inc p lated or  coated.  Al l
mouming points aod lrclt hols a€ pre-
d.illed ro soir the dono. pans, whn$ fte
lxxly panels arc a minimum lay up of

oz, reinforced io plzces by e r2oz l^y
up. Early modcls had stecl floor p!ns,
bu(  reccnt  cr rs  have removable
fibreglas rmys shich p€rmit the driver
and pdssenacr lo sn bver in dre d, an
absolute necsity in the convenible.

To summarise: I cnioyed lhis car I
love i[' clrvcs ,nd I could live with the
minor irirations such as dre handbake
being too c lose Io lhc shi f t  lever .  I
would lhrow away thc dalh unn rnd
.eplac€ it with somclhing more suitable,
and I woulcl iidy up lhe finish on tlle';
d@F. The en8ine would need to be at
least a good 3-5 Rover, and the box
would necd t() lr up tr) scritch, , bertet
set of wheels thin AlleyeLr would bc
required and Ihe gas ped. l  would
re€i!€ some anenrion, orher rhan $c$e
mainly p€renrl prefcrenes, this has to
h r car wonh x l(x)k, cspccially with a
llriic pricc tae <tf try', ^nl tzt*) tol
Fi,.d and Jxa bxscd kirs respecdvely.

Undulat ions are nol  a problem r t rd
there is  no induced rval lowing or
pnchioa, but watch out for potholes. On
some nvisinA seclioN of the rc.d I stan
ro push the c:'nerJ drrough the come6-
rloHing n in lst aod prGsina hard, fte
crr corncrs $ell; pushina even hnrdcr
.od in znd tbere is no]int of brd habns
in dre hmdli.A: the cir comeE fl.t :rnd
Soes whe.e ir is pointed- Ir is worrh
consklednA just €xacdy wh the clr is
ro L)e u\ed xs. or how it will be ddven
before adiusring drc suspension, as to
sofrcn it ay eise fie ride, bd ir could
induce body .ol-1, and p@rer handlins.
Also this nodel is fitted with ro.d
running Aear, bur it can be fitr€d with
.lxaurr liont and rear unirs, giving a

uch hener ride .nd higber $andad of

All dris. remcurbcr. is in i dr rhxl h.s
been ured us r deoronstrxro. for four
yer.s, \lhich exns dut it his hccn
abused by $e worst kind of people Io
get thei. hands on ce6, drqmers and
reponcrs- Ir has lived up ro drir very
\\ell, ind rlrcrc ire no siarls of fnfigue
on thc bodyNork, rlrhough I contess
dlar the fresh coat of paint could be
hiditrB rhe odd flaw. Benefit of the
doubt must be giver to th€ boys ai
crrhon. xn'gh, rnd I Lhinh rfu caftr.r
ll3s srodl re 16r of tnB well.

Crrlton w:ls bo.n f.om the long
siandinA friendship of lNo schoolbo]s,
D.rkl Pe$int {nd Srurn Allxtt. Many
Ierrs ago 5r!:rrr bouSht and built a
Novi ,  but ,  unhrppy wirh Ihe VW
enginc, sooo hrd enli{ed dre hetp of
D.vid Io glue in x t,orus engine, which
Nrs taicr discr.ded for ! 3! v6. Thus
begdn dre duos involvenent widr kit
c?rs. They soon drew up plas for the
Commando, which took 18 months to
develop, and once in prcdudion wilh
rllc Cotrnutndo dry *t .bout dre next

This detno$rEror Nas rIe prorotype,
. rnd rhe.e xre s l iShr  w{vcs in  lhe
c$iings, in paniculir the d@6 rnd the
bo.net, but the car ii of such a shap€
fiar these points ,re not.too noiceable;
I was l@king for dEm and found d1en
I xm r$!red drxl on newer nrodcls dris

'l-he 
chrssis to. $e CNrrcrr is yet

rgrin a slid ladder hmc chrssis f(rn


